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Trade Bandsaw Range
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Startrite has long been associated with high quality bandsaws that offer reliable service 
over many years. This new family of machines draws on that tradition and offers exceptional 
value for money. There are three models available which all share the same essential design 
and features but vary in capacities and motor power. These machines offer exceptional value 
for money when compared with similarly priced competition.

Each machine has a large cast 
iron table providing substantial 
workpiece support. The tables are 
finely ground to reduce friction and 
provide an accurate datum. The table 
slot is on the side to ensure free access to the blade.

CAST IRON TABLESA

The rip fence is deep and made 
from a heavy extrusion. This is 
fixed to a cast iron mount which 
is in turn mounted on a steel bar 
that runs the full width of the table to 
enable easy use of the fence on either side of the blade.

RIP FENCEF

Bandwheels are cast iron which 
are balanced and fitted with 
rubber tyres that are ground with 
a crowned surface to aid tracking. 
The top wheel is mounted on a heavy 
tensioning mount. Adequate tensioning is critical for 
accurate straight cutting and the mechanism fitted to these 
machines is probably the heaviest on the market at this 
level. The 352E will take up to a 25mm blade; the 502E and 
602E will take up to a 35mm blade.

BANDWHEELSB

The toolpost is a solid steel bar 
mounted in a heavy casting. 
The post is machined with a rack 
to enable safe and easy rack and 
pinion adjustment of the upper blade 
guide and guard. The side guides are industrial roller guides 
which offer a good surface area to resist blade twist and 
have easy and precise cam adjustment for simple setting. 
The rear thrust rod is a steel bar fitted with a carbide tip - a 
simple and effective solution that has been used by Startrite 
for many years.

TOOLPOSTC

The table is seated on a heavy 
cast iron double trunnion. The 
trunnion is machined to ensure 
smooth and accurate performance 
and each side has a solid, metal 
locking handle which provides a rock solid foundation. 
The table itself is large, heavily ribbed and surface ground 
for flatness. The table insert is large enough to allow easy 
access to the lower guide assembly and the table slot is on 
the side of the table so there is an unbroken and smooth 
table surface on which to feed your material into the blade.

CAST IRON 
TRUNNIONE

The tensioning system is a very 
substantial steel construction 
providing ample blade tension for 
the capacities of the machine from 
6 to 35mm.

TENSIONING 
SYSTEMD

SAFETY FEATURES
The Trade Range  of Bandsaws are built to comply with 
regulation BS4163, making them suitable for use  
in educational. 
The motor is equipped with a mechanical brake, whilst user access can 
be restricted through the keyswitch. The doors have microswitches and 
the machines are fitted with a kickswitch.
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BLADE GUIDES

Industrial roller guides are cam 
adjusted for precise setting.

TABLE INSERT

A large removable table insert 
allows easy access to the lower 
blade guides.

352E & 502E Trade Range Bandsaws

SPECIFICATIONS 352E 502E
Height under guides 255mm	 340mm

Maximum cutting width 345mm	 465mm

Table size 548	x	500mm	 635	x	485mm

Table tilt 0-20º	+	-	 0-20º	+	-

Blade width (min / max)  6	/	25mm	 6	/	30mm

Blade length  2845mm	(112”)	 3810mm	(150”)

Diameter of bandwheel 350mm	 500mm

Motor Power  2hp	 2.5hp

Size W820	x	D660	x	H1835mm	 W990	x	D680	x	H1970mm

Weight 125kg	 200kg

5

SAFETY SWITCHES

The doors feature positive 
microswitches.

TILTING TABLE

The table tilts from 0 - 20º.

DUST EXTRACTION

A 100mm dust extraction port on 
the side of the machines provides 
effective extraction.

HEAVY MITRE FENCE

A heavy duty cast iron mitre 
fence is available as an option.

502E shown with optional 
cast iron mitre gauge.
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Industrial Bandsaw Range

Blade guides are a small 
component but essential to the 
cutting performance of a bandsaw. 
By providing support just behind 
the ‘set’ on the blade the guides give 
valuable support where it is needed most and 
prevent twisting and distortion while cutting.

Ceramic Guides
A revolutionary blade guide system that is designed to give 
many years of superior high quality band sawing. Unlike 
other blade guide systems the ceramic guide supports the 
blade on the sides above and below the rear blade thrust 
pad, thus eliminating blade twist and providing unsurpassed 
stability. Ceramic guide blocks are used instead of 
conventional materials for both side and rear thrust support. 
This enables the guides to run close to the blade on all sides 
without heat build up.

Roller guides
The roller guide system evolved from traditional industrial 
guides. This new version is accurately 
machined, uses industrial bearings 
and is very simple to set and 
adjust to achieve excellent results. 
This is still a very accurate system 
but more economic for the 
workshop that cannot justify the 
extra cost of the superior  
ceramic system.
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BANDWHEELSD
The bandwheels are the real heart 
of a bandsaw and their quality 
and construction are one of the 
most critical areas affecting the 
performance of the saw. 

Construction
Cast Iron bandwheels are not only more rigid, but also have 
additional weight which helps the flywheel effect, reducing 
workload on the motor and helping power the blade 
through the workpiece. 

Crowned Rubber Tyres
All Startrite bandwheels are covered with a thick rubber 
coating which will provide the necessary grip to drive the 
wheel correctly. In addition, the tyres are precision ground 
with a crowned radius to assist with accurate tracking of 
the blade.

Balancing
All Startrite bandwheels are dynamically balanced and 
rigorously tested to minimise vibration. Bandwheels revolve 
at very high speeds so correct balancing is critical, especially 
with larger diameter wheels.

Wheel Hubs
If the wheels are the heart of the machine, then the 
mechanism fixing them to the machine must be substantial 
and reliable, this has always been a particular strength of 
Startrite bandsaws. Only machined steel or cast iron and 
high quality industrial bearings are used.

Tensioning a blade correctly is 
essential to achieve accurate 
results on a bandsaw. In order 
achieve the correct tension though, 
the components have to be up to the 
job. Huge stresses are generated when a blade is tensioned, 
it is therefore essential that this area of the bandsaw is 
designed for maximum strength and rigidity. The entire 
industrial range of Startrite bandsaws are calibrated to 
20,000psi, giving excellent beam strength to the blade and 
setting them apart from lesser machines.

Tracking
The wheels are mounted on a pivoting cast iron bracket for 
extra strength, the angle of which is controlled by a screw 
and lock at the rear of the machine. This pivot bracket is in 
turn attached to a cast iron top slide providing a solid base 
when tension is applied. It is important to have rigidity in 
this area due to the stresses a correctly tensioned  
blade develops.

Tensioning
The mechanism is cast iron and sprung with a heavy duty 
spring to maintain tension. The tension  screw which uses 
a rolled acme thread for strength, is covered with an anti-
friction coating to give smooth operation.

BLADE TENSIONING 
AND TOP SLIDESA

GUIDESB

The fences on a bandsaw provide 
support and guide the blade 
through the material when a 
consistent cut is required. A rip 
fence is used for straight cuts and is 
essential, especially on long section material where there 
is no margin for error. A fence therefore has to stand firm 
to ensure the material is cut to the required size, whether 
that be a wafer thin veneer or a wide plank. The criteria for 
a blade guard is very simple it must provide the user with 
maximum protection whilst remaining unobtrusive when 
the machine is in use.

Rip Fences
Designed quite simply for maximum stability. All Startrite rip 
fences run on round solid steel bars rather than aluminium 
extrusions providing a rock solid base for the fence. The 
fence itself is made to exacting tolerances and features two 
faces on the fence plate. Throughout the range we have 
ensured That the fence is as deep as possible to provide 
maximum support right up to the machines capacity.

Blade Guards
The guards are designed to give full protection and comply 
with all safety legislation, but by opening on a hinge they 
allow easy access for blade changing.

C FENCES  
AND GUARDS

MACHINE 
FRAMESE

The very foundation that the 
bandsaw is built around, if the 
frame has any weakness this will 
transfer throughout the rest of the 
machine resulting in  
sub-standard performance. All Startrite 
bandsaws run at 1500M/min, which requires superior frame 
strength and wheel balance.

Design
Startrite bandsaws are designed around heavier frames 
than most of the competition and wherever possible 
strengthening contours have been used to increase rigidity 
further. Our machines are designed to fulfil a 20-30 year 
working life under industrial conditions, therefore are 
developed and engineered with this as the main criteria. 

Construction
Startrite bandsaws are fabricated from heavy gauge steel 
sheet, folded and gusseted. Extra plating is used in key 
areas to provide extra strength. The width of the spine in 
proportion to the height of the machine reduces twist  
and flexing.
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CERAMIC GUIDES

Ceramic blade guides are fitted 
to the 352SB, providing 
maximum support. A roller guide 
version is also available.

352SB Industrial Bandsaw
The Startrite 352SB has been at the heart of school and 
college workshops for many years. This machine also offers 
a dual speed option in three phase, making it equally 
suitable as a versatile industrial machine.

The 352SB features the Startrite ceramic guide system 
ensuring the user achieves optimum results. The guides are 
operated on a rack and pinion rise and fall. Rack and pinion 
is also used on the table tilting mechanism. 

This machine is sure to impress when it comes to accuracy 
and performance. The user of the 352SB can undertake 
every project with confidence.

Available in single phase or three phase, the three phase 
model has two speeds which allows the efficient cutting of 
materials such as acrylic or foam.

The 352SB can also be fitted with an optional wheel kit if 
the machine needs to be moved.

With a proven track record throughout education and 
backed up by Startrites industrial pedigree, this machine 
will not disappoint. 

SPECIFICATIONS
Bandwheel diameter 400mm

Blade Speed 1500M/min (single phase) 
 1500M/min & 750M/min   
 (three phase)

Motor Power 1 1/2hp

Height Under Guides 285mm

Max Cutting Width 390mm

Table Size 400x500mm

Table Tilt 0-20º

Blade Width 6 - 30mm

Blade Length 3607 (142”)

Weight 145kg

Size W750 x D660 x H1790mm

SAFETY FEATURES

RACK & PINION TILT

The table tilts from 0 - 20º on 
a rack and pinion mechanism, 
allowing accurate angles to  
be achieved.

Lockable doors prevent 
unauthorised access.

LOCKABLE ISOLATOR

Fitted to the motor unit to 
prevent unauthorised operation.

The 352SB is built to comply with regulation BS4163.  
Now featuring a whole host of upgrades, specifically to increase the 
performance of the machine but ensuring the safety of the user. The 
motor is equipped with a mechanical brake, whilst user access can be 
restricted through the keyswitch isolator. The doors are interlocked and 
can be locked to prevent unauthorised access. Once in use there is an 
emergency kickstop which stops the machine well inside ten seconds 
through application of a mechanical motor brake.

SOLID STEEL  
GUIDE POST

Rack and pinion rise and fall with 
solid steel guide post.

Heavy duty solid cast iron 
bandwheels running on high 
quality industrial bearings and 
hubs to absorb vibration and give 
strong, stable cutting capability.

CAST IRON 
BANDWHEELS

BLADE TENSIONING

Accurate blade tension gauge.

Deep rip fence moves on a solid 
steel bar using a ratchet handle 
on a cast iron clamp.

Automatic mechanical brake 
system operates on the motor 
and will stop the bandwheels in 
less than ten seconds.
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SPECIFICATIONS	 401E	 401S
Bandwheel diameter 415mm	 415mm

Blade speed 1500M/min		 1500M/min

Motor power (single phase)  3hp	 3hp

Motor power (three phase) 3hp	 3hp

Height under guides  400mm	 400mm

Maximum cutting width  390mm	 390mm

Table size  420x575mm	 420x575mm

Table tilt  0-20º	 0-20º

Blade width 6-30mm	 6-30mm

Blade Length 3810	(150”)	 3810	(150”)

Weight  158kg	 148kg

Dimensions  D520	x	W770	x	H1920mm	 D520	x	W770	x	H1920mm
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401E & 401S Industrial Bandsaws

RACK	&	PINION	
TABLE	TILT

The 400 series has now been extended to include a more 
economical version of the 401S and all of the machines 
have had their capacity increased to the class leading 
400mm cutting height of the 440R. The strength of the 
bandsaw bodies allows the blade to be tensioned to 
20,000psi and above when needed providing proper blade 
tension for accurate cutting. Because of their rigid bodies 
they also run at 1500 M/min, about twice the speed of a 
typical cheap far eastern import. This provides a cleaner, 
faster cut with a better finish. 

401E
Built with the same strong frame as the 401S but with 
electronic braking and roller guides it provides the 
opportunity to own a precision built, high quality, European 
machine for the same price as a far eastern import. At this 
price there is nothing to match the performance  
and durability.

401S
Sharing all of the same existing specifications and 
capacities as the 401E, the 401S is fitted with a 
mechanically braked motor and our unique ceramic guide 
system for ultimate performance.

Heavy duty cast iron bandwheels 
and tensioning slides.

CAST	IRON	
BANDWHEELS

BLADE	TENSIONING

INDUSTRIAL	FENCE

Accurate blade tension gauge.

Solid industrial fence and  
steel rail.

ROLLER	GUIDES

Precision roller guide system 
gives accurate results (401E).

400mm	DEPTH	OF	CUT

CERAMIC	GUIDES

Ceramic blade guides are fitted 
to the 401S, providing 
maximum support.
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CERAMIC BLADE GUIDE SYSTEM

581S & 681S Wide Series Bandsaws
The Startrite wide series bandsaws have all the main features of the 400 series range, but 
with heavier frames, with positive motor braking systems and ceramic guides as standard. 
With a choice of throat widths up to 680mm, all machines have cutting heights from 
300mm to 400mm.

SPECIFICATIONS 581S 681S

Bandwheel diameter 600mm 450mm

Blade speed 1500M/min	 1500M/min

Motor power (single phase)  3hp	 3hp

Motor power (three phase) 4hp	 4hp

Height under guides 400mm	 400mm

Maximum cutting width 580mm	 680mm

Table size  600	x	830mm	 700	x	970mm

Table tilt  0-20º	 0-20º

Blade width  6-30mm	 6-40mm

Blade Length	 4572	(180”)	 5016		(197	1/2”)

Weight  280kg	 330kg

Dimensions  D790	x	W1000	x	H2000mm	 D800	x	W1180	x	H2200mm

OPTIONS
5.5hp three phase motor (both machines)

CERAMIC GUIDES

Both the 581S and 681S feature 
ceramic guides.

BRAKED MOTOR

Mechanical brake  
induction motor.

Throat width up to 680mm 
(681S).

RACK & PINION 
TABLE TILT

Historically guide systems are designed to support the blade on both 
sides either above or below the back thrust roller or pad. This always 
carries the risk of twist, as pressure from the wood being cut is 
transferred to the rear thrust pad or roller

We are proud to introduce our revolutionary ceramic blade guide 
system to the Startrite bandsaw range. This guide system protects 
against the twist that can be found on traditional guide systems, by 
supporting the blade sides both above and below the rear thrust pad. 
This gives the blade exceptional stability throughout the  
cutting operation.

As well as this revolutionary design, the actual blocks used within 
the construction are made from ceramic. This very same material is 
used in the construction of space craft, to give protection against the 
extremely high temperatures generated when travelling through the 
earths atmosphere. Ceramic is used because of its heat displacement 
properties, this technology is utilised in the Startrite ceramic guide 
system enabling the guides to run close to the blade on all sides 
without any heat build up, providing the ultimate in blade  
guide performance.

Ceramic support blocks both 
above and below the rear  
thrust pad.

Lower ceramic support blocks.
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440R Heavy Duty Bandsaw
With an even heavier frame than the 401E and 401S to 
enable tensioning of the blades up to 50mm wide, this is 
a mini-resaw machine, perfect for the smaller shop that 
has serious ripping requirements, but neither the space nor 
budget for a full blown re-saw.

The strength of the bandsaw body allows the blade to be 
tensioned to 20,000 psi and above, when needed, providing 
proper blade tension for accurate cutting. Because of the 
rigidity of the body the 440R runs at 1500M/min, providing 
a cleaner, faster cut with a better finish. 

SPECIFICATIONS
Bandwheel diameter 440mm

Blade speed 1500M/min

Motor power (single phase)  3hp

Motor power (three phase) 5hp

Height under guides  400mm

Maximum cutting width  425mm

Table size  500x640mm

Table tilt  0-20º

Blade width 20-50mm

Blade Length	 4114mm	(162”)

Weight  236kg

Dimensions  D590	x	W850	x	H1970mm

RACK & PINION 
TABLE TILT

Heavy duty cast iron bandwheels 
and tensioning slides to tension 
the blades up to 20,000psi.

CAST IRON 
BANDWHEELS

400MM DEPTH OF CUT

BLADE TENSIONING

Accurate blade tension gauge.

WIDE BLADE CAPACITY

Blades up to 50mm wide can be 
fitted to provide  
superior performance.

INDUSTRIAL FENCE

Solid industrial fence and  
steel rail.

CERAMIC GUIDES

Ceramic blade guides are fitted 
to the 440R, providing 
 maximum support.
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941S Extra Duty Bandsaw

SPECIFICATIONS
Bandwheel diameter 940mm

Blade speed 1500M/min

Blade Width	 20-50mm

Blade Length	 ?

Motor power (three phase) 7.5hp

Height under guides  560mm

Maximum cutting width  910mm

Table size  820x1300mm

Weight  860kg

Dimensions  D1550	x	W920	x	H2900mm

OPTIONS
10hp and 12.5hp motors available

This machine boasts a 36” throat and weighs in at 700kg. 
The maximum blade width is 2”and ceramic guides are 
fitted. Also featured is a heavy duty cast iron rip fence 
for solid support of the timber. These machines can be 
manufactured to customer’s specification to suit a wide 
variety of applications and needs. The 941S is the largest 
capacity machine in the Startrite range with a cutting 
width of 910mm and a cutting height of 560mm. Because 
of its size and capacity the body is of an even heavier 
construction than the other machines in the range.

The 941S can be specified with several options. 
Motor power can be from 7.5 to 12.5hp, and it can 
be specified in single speed (timber), two speed 
or variable speed for special applications. Cutting 
height can also be extended to the customer’s 
specification. A machine built to your specification 
usually has a six to eight weeks delivery time.

CERAMIC GUIDES

Ceramic blade guides can be 
fitted to the 941S, providing 
 maximum support.

RACK & PINION TILT

The table tilts from 0 - 20º on 
a rack and pinion mechanism, 
allowing accurate angles to  
be achieved.

Throat width 910mm.
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